
Europe’s competitive edge 
Advanced manufacturing at the heart 
of the EU’s industrial transformation



The missing ingredient in 
Europe’s “twin” transition



Energy crisis is the “smoking gun”

Source: The Economist

Natural-gas price
Dutch TTF front-month futures, €/MWh



Europe needs to stand its ground in a deteriorating global order



Perceived economic weakness is limiting Europe’s options

Source: ERT 



But in manufacturing Europe is holding its ground

Source: ERT 



Industrial technologies are at the heart of Europe’s transformation
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Lithuanian industry is at the heart of the action 



Supply chains are central to our competitiveness

Metal Price Development in Major Countries

Source: National Statistical Offices, Macrobond, VDMA



EU digital/climate goals at risk due to supply chain dependencies?

Importance of critical raw materials for the green and digital transition

Source: European Commission 



EU industrial strategy: Advanced Manufacturing is the missing link

• KPIs and tracking of progress

• Development of “transition 
pathways” (green & digital)

• Analysis of strategic dependencies

• Identification of investment needs

• Uptake of advanced manufacturing



Policy Blueprint for Strategic Autonomy in manufacturing
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Investments

1
Supply chain resilience

Preserve companies’ resilience in managing their supply chains
1. Advance raw materials strategy in Europe (including Free Trade Agreements!)
2. New supply chain Due Diligence requirements must be workable
3. Apply new “supply chain crisis” instruments with utmost caution (e.g. Chips)

Ensure Europe’s Internal Market is fit for purpose
1. Preserve Europe’s leadership in standardisation
2. Ensure new Data rules are flexible and protect companies IPR
3. Keep new safety and liability requirements for AI and machinery “light touch”

Create required conditions for investment
1. Bring down cost of energy (esp. electricity!) 
2. Include advanced manufacturing technologies in EU Sustainable Finance Taxonomy
3. Make effective use of EU funds (Horizon Europe, Digital Europe, IPCEIs…)
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Competitiveness 
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